Do you know what you are feeding your pet?


The use of by-products in pet food is common practice, even among prescription diets such as Hill’s Science Diet foods and perceived premium brands such as Iams and Purina “Beneful”.   By-products may include connective tissue, beaks and bones, all of which have lower nutritional value and more “filler”.  If the ingredient list says “meat by-product meal”, that can mean that it contains meat, bones, and other assorted parts of ANY animal (excluding fur and teeth, except as may “reasonably” be expected during manufacturing).  

In the worst case, this can mean DOGS and CATS that were euthanized and then sold as a source of “protein” are included in your pet’s food.  In February 1990, San Francisco Chronicle writer John Eckhouse published an exposé titled "How Dogs and Cats Get Recycled into Pet Food" that disturbed many people with its detailed accounts of this practice.   While this may not be a universal problem, it is worth avoiding foods that contain by-products and don’t specify the type fo meat used.

Another problem with the meat and grain used in most pet food is that they are not approved for human consumption.  That means that the ingredients in pet food are what was rejected from the human food stream for various reasons.  Meat is often rejected because the animals were already dead/dying/diseased/disabled (the 4 D’s).  Grains can have mold or other contamination. So your brand of dog food may contain chicken meal or lamb meal as the main ingredient, but if the animals from which the meat was taken were deemed unfit for human consumption, do you really want to feed it to your pet?

Finally, many brands of pet food still use BHA, BHT, or ethoxyquin as preservatives to give the food a long shelf life.  Ethoxyquin is actually classified as a pesticide by the EPA, so why would we feed it to our pets?  Although there have not been any conclusive studies done, many breeders and vets believe that the accumulation of these chemicals over a dog’s lifetime contributes to cancer and other illnesses that are so prevalent in pets today.


Contact me today to start improving your pet’s health through nutrition!


Katharine Knappenberger, Flint River Ranch Distributor #DZQ4

http://www.healthydogfood.com
302-235-7012

This article may be reprinted and distributed only with permission.  Please contact me if you wish to share this article with others. 

Poor quality pet foods are common in grocery stores and even in specialty pet supply stores. They may be tempting to purchase because of the inexpensive price tag for what claims to be a “premium” pet food on the label, but what is really contained in your pet’s food may surprise you.  








You can avoid all of these detrimental ingredients by feeding a premium pet food that contains only human-quality ingredients and lists specific sources of protein and no by-products.  The food should be naturally preserved with Vitamin E (often listed as “Mixed Tocopherols”) and/or Vitamin C.  





Flint River Ranch manufactures a line of premium pet foods that meet and exceed these standards.  Their formulas contain no corn or soy, which are poorly digested by dogs.  The food is oven-baked to improve digestability so more nutrients are available from less quantity of food.  Some formulas contain additional digestive enzymes and probiotics which promote digestive health.  The quality of Flint River Ranch Pet Food can be seen in the improvement of your pet’s coat, skin, energy level, and overall health.








